
 



First Sunday of Advent
 

Parish News 
 
Advent Devotionals: Little Blue Books are available at the 
back of church for a donation.  Books cost $1.60 each to 
purchase.  Word Among Us for Advent is available for no 
cost. 
 
Keep Christ in Christmas magnetic signs will be handed out 
by members of Knights of Columbus Council 16729 after this 
weekend’s Masses.  The yard signs with the same message 
will also be available at the back of each of the parishes. 
 
Activity Day, hosted at St. Gregory, is Wednesday, 
December 3 from 9:30am to 11:30am. 
 
Holy Trinity Adoration will be the First Sunday of the month; 
9-11:30am beginning in January for a three-month trial. 
Adoration watchers needed. Sign-up sheets are at the back 
of church. 
 
Christian Women: Calendars are off to a good start with the 
sales. There are still some that have not been picked up. If 
you could take yours and take along someone else’s to 
deliver, that would be great. Thank you to everyone that has 
bought and sold so far. Christmas Party is Tuesday, 
December 2. Social 4:30pm, dinner 5pm. Signup sheets are 
located at both churches. All women are welcome. Bake 
Sale will be December 7. 
 
Holy Trinity Perch Fry Raffle Donations Due 
December 15. Donations received after December 
15, will not be printed on the raffle ticket, but will be 
acknowledged on signage and winner notifications.  
We prefer cash, gift cards, or gift certificates.  Donations can 
be given to any committee member or dropped off at the 
parish office.  Thank you.  

 

 
Solemnity of  

Immaculate Conception 
Monday, December 8 

6pm Mass at SG 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
The Immaculate Conception 
refers to the condition that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was 
preserved free from Original 
Sin from the very moment of 
her conception in the womb of 
her mother, by a singular grace 
and privilege of Almighty God 
and by virtue of the merits of 
Jesus Christ, Savior of the 
human race. 
 
 
 

 

Worship Schedule 

 
Saturday, Nov 29— Weekday 

   4pm SG  Gene & Bev Riesterer 
 

Sunday, Nov 30—First Sunday of Advent 

   8am HT  + Alex, Rita, & Richard Bonde 

   10am SG  + Dale Schuler 

   7pm HT   People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes 
 

Tuesday, Dec 2—Advent Weekday 

   8am HT   Richard & Mary Glomski Family 
 

Wednesday, Dec 3—St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

   8am SG  + Charles & Ida McDonald Family 
 

Thursday, Dec 4—Advent Weekday 

   6pm HT   Dennis &Karen Graf Family 
 

Friday, Dec 5—Advent Weekday 

   8am SG   Jon & Kelly Isselmann Family 
 

Saturday, Dec 6—Advent Weekday 

   4pm SG  Joan Jacquette Family 
 

Sunday, Dec 7—Second Sunday of Advent 

   8am HT  + Deceased Members of the Bonde Family 

   10am SG  + Dale Christel 

   7pm HT   People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes 
 

 

Sanctuary Candles 
December 1—December 7 

are burning in memory/honor of: 
 

HT: Nonbelievers 

SG: Military Families, The Sick 
 

 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Mary Mueller, Kay Binversie, Fritz Koeppen, Mary Jo Koeppen, 

Jim Riesterer, Ken Schmidt, Julie Binversie, John McDonald, 

Bernard (Bud) Dewane, Tony B, Travis Elliott, Cindy, Dennis 

Lenz, Brian K, Jim Vogel, Laura Logsdon, John Blattner, Al 

Riesterer, SG Parish Family. 
 

To add or remove a name from this listing, 

a family member should contact the parish office. 

 

 

Pray for our Servicemen & women 
 

The following parish family 

members are serving our nation in 

the Armed Forces: 
 

Jesse Augustine, Kurt Binversie, 
Sydney Binversie, Connor Faucett, 

Alex Koenig, Dustin Koenig, Matthew Koenig, Samuel 
Koenig, Adam Satori, Anton Simon 
 

Please contact the office to have your loved one’s name 

added/removed from the list. 



 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Nov 29 & 30 Second Collection: Green Sunday  

Wed Dec 3 Activity Day 9:30-11:30am SG 

Wed Dec 3 Stewardship Mtg 3pm SG 
 

 

Thoughts for Today’s Readings 
 

To the Point:  This new liturgical season begins 
with a dramatic flair.  The tone of this Sunday’s 
readings ranges from celebratory – the Lord’s 
day is coming! Let us go to the house of the 
Lord! – to strikingly hortatory – put on the armor 

of light!  Be ready!  The scripture texts this week are drenched 
with vivid imagery, from beating swords to the snatching of 
men and women from their labors.  In proclaiming these 
readings, we ought to consider both the grand context of 
these words and the even greater reality to which these 
words are directing us.  The immanent coming of Christ at 
Christmas ushers in a new age of the Messiah, as the dawn 
from on high breaks upon a world sorely in need of Christ’s 
peace.  Our manner of speaking must boldly guide the 
congregation into this impending reality, proclaiming that the 
kingdom of God is truly at hand, and that we must act 
accordingly. 
 
To Experience:  Sometimes, we might feel like we can push 
off the demands of following Jesus: “I’ll be a ‘good Christian’ 
later, I’ve got plenty of time.”  Jesus invites us to break out of 
our usual patterns so that we can be more intentional about 
our relationships with God and others.  What brings you joy?  
What brings you peace?  What holds you back?  What gets 
in the way of accepting God’s love?  What do you need to 
change, or do differently?  If we renew our attention to the 
words of Jesus this season, even with some initial 
apprehension, God might just have something new and life-
giving to offer us. 
 

1. Isaiah and the psalmist speak of a joyful journey to God’s 

presence.  Where can you look for joy in our shared Advent 
journey? 

2. Paul urges us to “throw off the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light.”  Where is there darkness in your own 
life right now?  Where are you in need of God’s light? 

 

Source: Living Liturgy 2026, Liturgical Press 

 

 

Mass Readings for Week of Dec 1 – Dec 7 
 

Readings  Gospel 
Mon/Dec 1 Isaiah 4:2-6  Matthew 8:5-11 

Tues/Dec 2 Isaiah 11:1-10  Luke 10:21-24 

Wed/Dec 3 Isaiah 25:6-10a  Matthew 15:29-37 

Thurs/Dec 4 Isaiah 26:1-6  Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

Fri/Dec 5 Isaiah 29:17-24  Matthew 9:27-31 

Sat/Dec 6 Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26 Matthew 9:35-10:1,  

   5a,6-8 

Sun/Dec 7 Isaiah 11:1-10 

  Romans 15:4-9     Matthew 3:1-12 

Stay Awake! A Call to Advent Readiness 
 
Welcome, everyone, to a new liturgical year and the start of 
the holy season of Advent! 
 
The Gospel reading of this weekend in Advent gives us a 
stark and urgent message to begin this season: "Therefore, 
stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord 
will come." 
 
Jesus tells a story comparing His return to the time of Noah. 
In Noah's day, people were going about their normal lives—
eating, drinking, marrying—unaware of the impending flood 
until it was too late. The point is not that these everyday 
activities are bad, but that people were 
completely unaware of God's timing and unprepared for His 
intervention. They were spiritually asleep. 
 
Jesus' message is clear: the Son of Man will come at an 
unexpected hour, like a thief in the night. The "stay awake" 
command is a call to spiritual alertness and constant 
readiness, not a license for frantic speculation about the 
exact date of the world's end. 
 
So, what does it mean to "stay awake" in our busy, modern 
lives? 

1. Live Purposefully: Staying awake means living 
each day with intentionality, as if it could be the day 
the Lord returns. It's about prioritizing what truly 
matters: faith, family, love, and service.  

2. Be Aware of God's Presence: Jesus is always 
present in our daily lives, in the people we meet, and 
in the ordinary moments of our day. Staying awake 
means opening our eyes and hearts to recognize His 
face and His hand in the everyday, often 
"unrehearsed" moments of our existence. 

3. Act Justly and Love Mercy: The parables that 
follow this passage in Matthew emphasize that true 
watchfulness involves faithful service. We stay 
awake by actively caring for the hungry, the sick, the 
stranger, and the imprisoned. Advent calls us to be 
God's "living candles" in the world, illuminating the 
path for others through our good deeds and prayer. 

This Advent, let's resist the cultural push to jump straight to 
Christmas commercialism. Instead, let's use this sacred time 
to pause, pray, and examine our hearts. Let's ensure we 
aren't so distracted by the "eating and drinking" of the holiday 
season that we miss the Lord's quiet, unexpected arrival. 
 
Let us ask the Lord to help us plan well and stay active for 
Him, so that when He comes, He finds us "so doing"—
working, watching, and living in His love. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
                                       Father Josuva 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
  

Families or individuals are needed to light the Advent Wreath 
candles each week at Mass, beginning Saturday, November 
29.   
  
Consider lighting the candles … 
- if the Mass Intention is for your loved one. 
- with your children.  It’s an experience to remember. 
- in memory of a loved one who passed away. 
- with your spouse as another way to participate in the 
Mass. 
- because you love Jesus! 

  
Call the parish office (HT 773-2380 or SG 773-2511)  

or sign up at the back of church. 

 

 
Advent Food Drive  

 
Thank you to all who have been very generous with food 
items and cash.  They are so much appreciated. 
 
Week One – paper products (paper towels, tissues, toilet 
paper) 
Week Two – boxes of potato mixes, shampoo, brownie or 
cake mixes  
Week Three – canned vegetables (carrots, beets, potatoes, 
beans) and fruits 
Week Four – cookies, peanut butter(smooth), tuna in oil 
 
There are boxes/baskets in the entries of 
both parishes.   
Thank you for your anticipated donations.   
 
Merry Christmas and God bless all of you. 
Faye Riesterer (773-2422), Food Pantry 
Coordinator 

 

 

Advent Penance Services 
 

Thursday, December 11  4pm – 5:30pm (HT) 
Wednesday, December 17  6pm – 7:30pm (SG) 

 
Penance services will begin at stated start time and include 

a scripture reading, a brief homily, and examination of 
conscience.  Additional priests will be available at each 

service for individual confession. 
 
 
 

SG Christmas Choir 
 

Anyone interested in being a part of the SG Christmas choir 
is invited to attend rehearsals on the following Mondays: 
December 1, 8 (immediately after Mass), 15, and 22. 
Rehearsals begin at 6:30pm and conclude about 8pm.  The 
SG choir will be singing prior to the start of Mass and 
throughout each of the Christmas Masses. 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
6pm (SG) Monday, December 8 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

Rorate Mass 
 7am (SG) Saturday, December 13 
What is a Rorate Mass?  It is a traditional Advent 
devotion where the “Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
of Advent” is offered just before dawn.  The interplay 
between light and darkness speak to the meaning of 

Advent and the coming of the Light of the World. 
 

Christmas Eve 
4pm (HT) Wednesday, December 24 
9pm (SG) Wednesday, December 24 

 

Christmas Day 
8am (HT) Thursday, December 25 
10am (SG) Friday, December 25 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
5pm (SG) Wednesday, December 31 

9am (HT) Thursday, January 1 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

St. Gregory & Holy Trinity “Boxes of Love”  
Nursing Home/ Assisted Living/ Home Bound Collection: 

 

December 1 – 15 

 

A suggested shopping list can be picked up at the back of 
church and is posted on the collection boxes.  Collection 

boxes are in the back of each church. 
 

Thank you for your kind donations! 
 

 

Christmas Greetings Across Miles 
 

Remember these important people who served  

our parishes in the past with a Christmas card! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sister Jane Barman 

3810 N. 92nd Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53222 

  

Fr. Patrick Nelson 

4300 Mt Carmel Dr NE 

Ada, MI 49301-2397 

Fr. Anthony Ibekwe 

809 Summer Breeze Dr. #1310  

Baton Rouge, LA 70810 

  

Fr. Bill Brunner 

25 N. Elgin Ave 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 



 

5 Ways to Prepare Your Heart This Advent 
 

1. Prepare room at the Inn:  Make room in your heart 
for Jesus 

2. Clean out the cobwebs:  After an Examination of 
Conscience, go to Confession. 

3. Hang new curtains: ‘Decorate’ your heart with joy 
and hope. 

4. Get out the fine china and set the table:  Let your 
attitude be one of enthusiastic expectation. 

5. Open the front door and wait:  Wait for Christ’s 
arrival silently and in a spirit of prayer.   

Source: CatholicLink 

 

 

Area Parish Events & 
Faith Formation Opportunities 

 

Dec 5-7 Living Nativity – Come! Celebrate the Birth of Jesus! 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 441 Millersville Ave, Howards Grove. 

Fri: 6pm-9pm; Sat 6pm-9pm; Sun 4pm-7pm; Live 15 minute 

presentations of the Christmas story with animals.  Cookies, warm 

drinks, and musical entertainment in gym. View beautiful nativities 

in the commons. Free admission, parking, and refreshments. 
 

Sat Dec 6 Holiday Fest, St. Michael Parish,110 W Menasha Ave, 

Whitelaw. 9am-2pm. Huge Christmas cookie and candy sale $9/lb; 

Chili Sale (carryouts only) $4 pint, $8 quart, $30 gallon; Basket 

Raffle; White Elephant Sale. 
 

Dec 6-7 The Wonder of Christmas: Nativity Display; St. James 

Episcopal Church, 434 N 8th St, Manitowoc. Sat: 11am-4pm; Sun: 

1pm—4pm; Live Music, Scavenger Hunt, Refreshments. Free.  
 

Sat Dec 13 All Things are Possible with God: Concert; SS Peter 

& Paul Church, 413 Fremont St, Kiel. 6pm. A musical celebration 

of hope for the Advent & Christmas seasons.  Free concert featuring 

John Angotti, Dion Clay, J.T. Brown, John Paciga, & other guests. 
 

Jan 6 – Feb 10 Learning on the Journey: A Winter Series on 

Catholic Faith, Practices, and Perspectives; Roncalli High 

School, 2000 Mirro Drive, Manitowoc. Tuesdays 6-7pm with social 

to follow. No reading, no homework, no cost. Childcare available; 

Attend as many or as few dates as you like. Register by emailing 

theology@roncallicatholicschools.org. Advanced registration not 

required but is appreciated. 

 

 

Community Events 
 

Fridays – Sundays, December 5 - December 21 Timm House 
Christmas, 1600 Wisconsin Avenue, New Holstein. Fridays 5pm-
8pm; Saturdays and Sunday 11am-3pm.  Visit the beautiful Timm 
House decorated with the Nutcracker Ballet Christmas theme.  
Bring your family and friends for a memorable outing. Adults (13+) 
$5, Children 6-12 $2.50, Under 6 free.  Proceeds benefit the New 
Holstein Historical Society. 
 

Dec 6-7 Christmas at Sinawa, Camp Sinawa, 9113 Sinawa Road, 
Valders. 4pm-8pm each night. Decorated cabins, wagon rides, 
Santa, bonfires, carolers and musicians. Hot dogs, burgers, chili, 
warm drinks, and Christmas cookies sold in the lodge. $10 per 
person or $30 per carload (babies and toddlers are free). Dress for 
the elements. Proceeds benefit Camp Sinawa. 

 

Hope 
May the Lord make you increase 

and abound in love for one 

another and for all. 
I Thessalonians 3:12 

 

 

Liturgical Ministers 

December 8 – Immaculate Conception 

6pm at SG 

 
Greeter: Alice Petermann 

Reader: Roseann Schuchardt 

Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist: Deacon Gary,  

   Deb Peterson 

Ushers: Volunteers 

Server: Vince Shimek 

 

 

Liturgical Ministers 

December 6 & 7 
 
Greeters: 

   4pm SG: Jim & Mary Bonde 

   8am HT: Brian Hruby Family 

   10am SG: Alice Petermann 

   7pm HT: Volunteers 
 

Readers: 

   4pm SG: Connie Bell 

   8am HT: Ava Schneider 

   10am SG: Mary Seichter 

   7pm HT: Cecelia DeBruin 
 

Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist: 

   4pm SG: Allen Dietrich, Meg Post 

   8am HT: Deacon Gary, Mary Jo Grube 

   10am SG: Deacon Gary, Deb Peterson 

   7pm HT: None 
 

Ushers: 

   4pm SG: Mark Kenneke, Jim Bonde 

   8am HT: Jim Augustine, Billy O’Neil, Tom Knier 

   10am SG: Joe Weber, Rich Galien 

   7pm HT: Volunteers 
 

Servers: 

   4pm SG: Vince Shimek 

   8am HT: Bryce Valukas, Landon Herzog 

   10am SG: Sydney Pitz 

   7pm HT: Matt Schneider 
 

Scrip:  

   4pm SG: Meg Post 

   8am HT: Nancy Augustine 

   10am SG: Pam Lenzner 

mailto:theology@roncallicatholicschools.org


 

Weekend of November 29 & 30 , 2025
 

Holy Trinity Stewardship for November 23, 2025 
 

Weekly        Fiscal Year Budget 
Envelopes  $ 4,208.00       $125,200.00 
Loose   $    409.97       $  16,000.00 
Total   $ 4,617.97       $141,200.00 
Support Budget/Week $ 2,715.00       $  55,894.77 received 

    for year 

Difference This Week $ 1,902.97       $  85,305.23 needed by  

    6/30/26 
 

Green Sunday: $0.00   
Christmas Flowers: $660.00 
 

 

Holy Trinity Scrip Program 
 

Scrip is sold in the parish office: 
Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon 

Before and after 8am Mass on Sunday 
 

Scrip Coordinator questions~920-773-2380 
 

Sales ending November 23 — $4,205 (includes online sales) 

Profits ending November 23 — $151.23 (includes online sales) 

 
Thank you to all who continue to purchase SCRIP! 

 

 

HT Christian Women Calendar Winners are… 
 

Nov 16 $30 Erin Klauk, Cleveland  #0734 
Nov 17 $20 Matt Halverson, Cedar Falls, IA #0740 
Nov 18 $20 Susan Zolp, Plymouth  #1591 
Nov 19 $20 Ruth Kleczewski, Cleveland #1613 
Nov 20 $20 Hunter Kirsch, De Pere  #0711 
Nov 21 $20 Margie Riesterer, Sheboygan #0077 
Nov 22 $20 Michael William, Boulder, CO #1955 
 

 

Parish Outreach 
 
SG Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Melissa Frost 773-3270 
SG Caring Hearts & Hands: Melissa Frost 773-3270 
SG Food Pantry: Faye Riesterer 773-2422 
SG Prayer Line: Contact the parish office. 
 

HT Prayer Line: Contact the parish office. 
 
 

Would you like to receive Communion at home? 
 

St. Gregory Parishioners please contact: Mary Olig 775-4756  
      or the parish office 773-2511. 
 

Holy Trinity Parishioners please contact: Dennis and Karen     
     Graf 693-8700 or the parish office 920-773-2380. 
 

 
St. Gregory Stewardship: November 22 & 23, 2025 

 
Weekly        Fiscal Year Budget 

Envelopes  $2,253.00         $181,895.00 
Loose   $   483.00         $  14,210.00 
Total Env. & Loose $2,736.00         $196,105.00 
Support Budget/Week  $3,771.25         $  65,673.97 received 

    for year 

Difference this Week     - $ 1,035.25        $130,431.03 needed by  

     6/30/26 
 

Total November Green Sunday: $105.00 
Christmas Flowers: $815.00 
 

 

St. Gregory Scrip Program 
 

Scrip is sold in the parish office: 
Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon 

After Masses Saturday and Sunday 
 

Scrip Coordinators:  Marlene Zutz 920-901-4581 
                            Sue Popp 920-773-2319 

 
Scrip sales for week ending November 23: $4,164.16 

3% (average) profit to the parish: $124.92 
 

Thank you everyone who purchases Scrip! 
 

 

Bulletin Deadline 
 

Bulletin submissions must be received the 

Tuesday two weeks prior to the date of print.   

December 13 & 14 Bulletin 

Submission Deadline is Tuesday, December 2 
 

 

Sacraments 
 
Baptism, Marriage:  Call the Parish Office 
Anointing of the Sick:  Call the Parish Office 
 

 

Parish Contacts 
 

Parish Administrator Rev. Josuva Arulanandu 
920-200-6029  

 holytrinitystgregorypastor@gmail.com 
 
Deacon    Dcn. Gary Wilhelm  

920-905-3478   
 dcnwilhelm@gmail.com 

 
Holy Trinity Parish Office Barb Hruby 

920-773-2380 
 holytrinityparish@tds.net 

 
St. Gregory Parish Office Rita Steffen  

920-773-2511 
 sgparishoffice@gmail.com 

 
Religious Education Coord. Patty Wilhelm 

920-773-2511 
 sgfaithformation@gmail.com



 
 


